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Fugitives and the Borderland in North America, 1819-1914 * As the numbers of people moving internationally increased in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, states tried more rigorously to regulate borders and counteract the problem of fugitives crossing international borders to evade arrest. This presented a legal challenge to domestic state power that increasingly defined its sovereignty on jurisdiction within borders. It is this issue and within this important era of globalization and law formation that Bradley Miller's book examines how British North American colonies and post-Confederation Canada reacted to the problems posed by international fugitives through ideas and practices of extradition. His work goes beyond the traditional perspective of examining extradition treaties to view the practices of extradition in action, the everyday challenges states faced, and how the key concepts of sovereignty and international law were understood in relation to extradition.
Miller's three main arguments resonate convincingly throughout the book. The first is an obvious notion: borders and adherence to territorial sovereignty not only empowered, but also undermined and limited state authority on an everyday basis. What Miller deftly shows in pursuing this argument, however, is how this challenge posed by fugitives and the limits of territorial sovereignty were interlinked with an understanding of international law and how they were negotiated and understood on multiple levels -from local law officers to high judicial officials and law makers. Second, the legal regimes created in response were often in practice defective and its jurisprudential underpinnings amorphous. This idea of the fragility of legal regimes and the limits of law is not a new notion in colonial studies where subaltern perspectives have continually emphasized how individuals could evade colonial law or use it to their own ends. However, this argument provides a useful counter-narrative to an overemphasis on increasing state power in Canadian legal history and works on extradition. Finally, Miller argues that there was an enduring belief of supranational justice and »legal liberalization« in British North American and Canadian legal thought. Law officers and officials on both sides strived towards international cooperation to combat migration crime, recognizing it as an important factor in upholding their domestic sovereignty.
The layout of the book fits well with his argument and narrative, with seven chapters and three themed parts running broadly chronologically. The first part examines how borders and territorial sovereignty challenged state power. Although cases involving fugitive slaves and political fugitives 
